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The Assembly at a Glance 


: Durham, N. ¢ 
(Continued from last week) - uv. 


EPLY to U. S. A. Church in same spirit of forgiveness and re- 
conciliation is voted without opposition. . . . Cordial 
greetings also sent to A. R. P. and U. P. bodies. . . . As- 

sembly indicates church union sentiment is making steady 
gains. . . . Opponents of National Council and other coopera- 
tion are increasingly defeated. . . . Montreat College is voted 
Presbyterian status. . . . Dissolution of Snedecor Synod is 
approved. . . . Large campaign for Stillman and Negro Work 
voted for 1953-54. . . . Church year to be changed to calendar 
year in 1954. . . . Tithing adventure, concluding Program 
of Progress, is strongly commended. . . . Assembly votes 
unanimously not to restrict institutional heads in invitations to 
speakers. . . . Individually designated gifts are exempted from 
Equalization Fund. . . . Three Christian days added to church 
calendar. . . . Board of Education instructed to study Assem- 
bly’s relation to educational institutions and to recommend 
changes. . . . New representatives named to National Coun- 
cil’s General Board: Lacy and Land. . . . Trend in declining 
proportions of gifts to Assembly’s benevolences deplored. . 
Membership now at 702,210; total gifts last year were $40,421, 757. 
Judicial commission votes unanimously on Blackburn 
complaint not to over-ride presbytery’s prerogatives in examining 
aminister. . . . Church architecture office is authorized. , 
Stillman jubilee program isfeature. . . . Young people to seek 
$20,000 for jeeps for missionaries. . . . Reaffirmation of 1950 
action on Japan I. C. U. is not contested. . . . Committee to 
consider possibility of combining agency publications. 
Pledge of loyalty to church added to questions for licensure. 
Presbyterian center in Atlanta to be studied. . . . Boards in- 
stead of Assembly asked to install secretaries. . . . Benevolence 
budget of $4,800,276 adopted for 1952-53. . . . Lay missionaries 
to be recognized by presbyteries. . . . Ad interim committee 
to study insurance possibilities. . . . Moderator names vice- 
moderators in addition to joint moderator toaidhim. . . . Col- 
leges are urged to have more educators on boards of trustees. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Heartened by Statement from Missionaries 





Thank God for the Eleven 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The statement of eleven of our mission- 
aries in Japan in suport of the I. C. U. is 
most heartening (OUTLOOK, May 21). Al- 
though my knowledge of the issues in- 
volved is necessarily limited, I feel com- 
pelled to express my admiration for the 
signers of this statement, 

I feel that our church is missing an im- 
portant opportunity to make her own con- 
tribution to the I. Cc. U. How un-Chris- 
tian our refusal to cooperate must seem to 
the Japanese people! Our belief in Calvin- 
istic doctrine should not prevent our 
working together with fellow-Christians 
within the Protestant faith. 

How can we refuse to extend the right 
hand of fellowship when the time for our 
missionaries to labor in Japan may be 
shorter than we think? In a very real 
sense Japan won the war under her motto 
of “Asia for the Asiatics.” MacArthur's 
administration of our occupation in Japan 
has been a monumental success, but that 
does not automatically guarantee Japan's 
continued affinity for the U. S. including 
our missionaries. Japan has her own fu- 
ture place to pursue in the world of na- 
tions. Will it be Christian? 

Thank God for these eleven mission- 
aries who reach out with sympathy, un- 
derstanding, goodwill, and desire for fel- 
lowship and service with other Christians. 
May the spirit that prompted this state- 
ment from a young minority of our mis- 
sionaries in Japan be increasingly evident, 
and may it inspire all of us to greater ef- 
fort in the advancement of God's King- 
dom. 

MIRIAM BEDINGER (MRS. R. L.) 
WILLIAMSON. 
Birmingham, Ala. 


Too Much Knowledge 
Is Bad for Sermons 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Your editorial of May 7, 1951, on the 
question of required Hebrew in theologi- 
cal seminaries seemed definitely slanted 
against such a requirement. On the other 
hand, your comments on Professor John 
Bright’s letter in your June 4 issue ap- 
parently denied any such slant. I use the 
words “seemed” and “apparently” because 
something is wrong somewhere, perhaps 
with me. But if I were passing out the 
year’s Pulitzer prizes, I should certainly 
award you one for the best standing per- 
pendicular slant. 


If you are anti-Hebrew, though—and 
who can tell?—you may be right. Too 
much knowledge of what the writers of 
the Bible actually said can certainly 
hinder a man’s sermons. I remember once 
hearing an eloquent sermon on the sub- 


ject of the Wise Men 
their country another 


who returned to 
way (Matthew 


2:12). This was interpreted by the minis- 
ter to mean that they returned changed 
men. Maybe they did, but the Greek, as I 
see it, doesn’t allow this meaning; it is 
merely talking about the read by which 
they returned. If the preacher had known 
any Greek, or had used what Greek he did 
know, he would have been minus a 
sermon, and that would have been a great 
pity. It never pays to know too much 
about what you are discussing; and a 
knowledge of Hebrew, as well as of Greek, 
could be very frustrating. 
GRAVES H. THOMPSON. 
Hampden-Sydney, Va. 


@®EDITORS’ NOTE—Any good English 
commentary would have robbed the 
preacher of his sermon too, for these also 
make the “another way” meaning clear. 
However, the requirements for Greek have 
not been called in question, The issue is: 
Shall Hebrew be required for all who wish 
seminary degrees? 


The Petersburg School 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Dates for the Petersburg Christian 
Training School, scheduled for June 18- 
23, have been changed to June 25-30. This 
school for Negro women, held at Virginia 
State College, Petersburg, Va., was under 
the direction of the Virginia Synodical un- 
til last year when the Virginia Council 
of Church Women assumed its sponsor- 
ship. The school was begun in 1920. 

Credit classes will be offered in New 
Testament, Vacation School, Personal 
Christian Living, Home and Church 
Working Together and Understanding 
Youth. Non-credit classes and interest 
groups include Church Music, Sewing, 
Home Decoration and Recreation, 

Miss Elizabeth Longwell, Director of 
Religious Education for the Virginia Coun- 
cil of Churches, will direct the school. An 
approximate enrollment of 200 is antici- 
pated. 

ANNIE R. (MRS. A. C.) GOOLSBY 
Registrar 

Petersburg Christian Training 
School. 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








John F. Elliott, at his request, has 
had his pastoral relationship with the 
Salem, Va., church dissolved and he has 
been dismissed by Montgomery Presby- 
tery to the Fellowship of Independent 
evangelical Churches. 








1776 Hampden-Sydney College 


A liberal arts college for men 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
HAMPDEN-SYDNEY, VIRGINIA 
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Ira H. Rawles, of the Bethpage 
church, RFD, Kannapolis, N. C., has ac- 
cepted a call to the Candor and Mace- 
donia churches, Candor, N. C., effective 
July 10. 

Richard R. Potter, formerly pastor of 
the Sumter, S. C., church, is now a chap- 
lain at Hdq. 1600 ATW, Westover Air 
Foree Base, Mass. 

Joe B. Hopper is now at Quitman, Ga., 
until he returns, in the near future, to 
Korea. His family will remain in Quit- 
man. 

Herman R. Schuessler from Louis- 
ville, Ky., to North Main St., Eminence, 
Ky. 


SUMMER 

Thomas C. Barr, Trinity church, 
Nashville, Tenn., will supply the pulpit 
and be resident pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian church, New York City, during 
July and August. 

F. Alfred Mathes, Birmingham, Ala., 
and Everett P. Moye, Bennettsville, S. 
S., will leave June 22 to spend the sum- 
mer in Egypt, Palestine, Southern Eu- 
rope and Great Britain. They are to 
preach in Edinburgh, Scotland, and 
vicinity in August, returning home in 
September. 


DEATHS 


Theodore Greene, 61, died of a heart 
attack three days after going to Wash- 
ington to become director of the Wash- 
ington office of the National Council of 
Churches. He had been pastor of the 
First Congregational church, New 
Britain, Conn. 

Temple B. Anderson, pastor of the 
Brazoria, Texas, church for the past six 
years, died May 20. 

Joseph A. Vance, 86, a son of the 
Presbyterian Church, US, longtime pas- 
tor of the First (USA) church, Detroit, 
Mich. (1911-40), died in Boulder, Colo., 
June 12 where he was filling an interim 
pastorate. Dr. Vance was moderator of 
the USA Assembly in 1935. 

George C. Crowell, 58, died at his 
home in Cincinnatus, N. Y., May 20, 
after an illness of several months. Mr. 
Crowell was pastor at Buchanan, Va., 
and Hugo, Okla., before entering the 
USA church in 1939 to become pastor 
of the Calvary church, Chicago. He 
spent a short time as a missionary in 
Alaska. 

John Joseph Hill, 90, long-time super- 
intendent of home missions in Memphis 
Presbytery, died in Memphis June 7. He 
had been retired since 1943. 


MARRIAGE 

Paul E. Crane, pastor of the Nitro, 
W. Va., church, and Miss Dorothy Child, 
Greenville, Miss., were married in 
Greenville, June 14. 


D. R. E. 

Elizabeth La Salle, DRE in Green- 
wood, Miss., will be the DRE of the 
Memorial church, Montgomery, Ala., be- 
ginning July 1. Address: 3424 S&S. 
Court St., Montgomery 6. 
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Several Unprecedented Actions Taken in Orlando 


Reply to USA Statement Takes 
Up Note of Forgiveness 
And Reconciliation 


(Continued from last week) 
FRIDAY AFTERNOON 


Following Dr. Frew’s stirring mes- 
sage from the USA General Assembly, 
Dr. Elliott, on behalf of the Committee 
on Cooperation and Union, presented 
Ernest Trice Thompson who spoke of 
the so-called Presbyterian Alliance. 

Dr. Thompson toid commissioners that 
Presbyterians form the second largest 
Protestant body and are the most widely 
distributed group in the world. He 
stressed the importance of various 
groups being kept in contact with each 
other as they are through the office of 
the executive secretary, Marcel Prader- 
vand, in Geneva. 

In the world’s present distress, he 
underscored the necessity of meeting 
the physical needs of members of the 
Reformed family and seeing to it that 
they are not overlooked. ‘There is 
that we can give to these Eu- 
ropean Christians of the Presbyterian 
family,’’ he said, ‘‘and there is much 
we can receive.” 

Dr. Thompson spoke of several im- 
portant projects now being considered 
for support by the Western Section 
(North America) of the Alliance: a 
joint hymnal; a common, brief state- 
ment of faith, and other cooperative ac- 
tivities. 


much 


Hymnal Effort Is Approved 


Albert Kissling, Jacksonville, Fla., 
reported for the ad interim committee 
studying the possibilities of a joint 
Presbyterian hymnal, indicating that 
favorable replies had been secured from 
several bodies, the USA Assembly re- 
cently took encouraging action and 
other churches are keenly interested. 
No plans now before the committee call 
for publishing commitments and neces- 
sary editorial expense, it was indicated 
by Edward D. Grant, would be the re- 
sponsibility of the Board of Education. 

Without dissent, the Assembly au- 
thorized the committee, with the Board 
of Education, ‘‘to appoint an editorial 
committee which shall proceed immedi- 
ately in cooperation with’ other Pres- 
byterian bodies which are ready to work 
on the hymnal. 








THIS ISSUE 


As much about the Orlando As- 
semby as possible is reported in 
this issue. Almost all the most 
important actions are listed on the 
cover, some detailed reports, how- 
ever, will have to be carried over 
until next week. Other features 
next week will be: (1) A tabula- 
lation of commissioners’ reactions 
as to what they think was the 
most important thing done by the 
Assembly; and (2) editorial in- 
terpretations of some of the ac- 
tions. 











Hebrew Requirements Continued 


As anticipated the Assembly spent 
little time on the report of the ad 
interim committee appointed to study 
the possibilities of making the study of 
Hebrew optional for ministerial candi- 
dates. The committee recommended no 
change in the present requirement 
(which also enables ministers who have 
not studied Hebrew to be received un- 
der the ‘‘extraordinary” clause, though 
they cannot obtain a degree from the 
seminaries without Hebrew at the pres- 
ent time). The Book of Church Order 
makes no requirement as to how much 
Hebrew shall be taught. Chas. E. S. 
Kraemer, Charlotte, N. C., presented the 
report and called for its adoption. 

Only speaker who took the time to 
oppose the committee’s recommendation 
was G. H. Smith, East Point, Ga., mwin- 
ister who thought the report ‘rather 
temporizing.’’ The so-called ‘‘working 
knowledge” of Hebrew which is sup- 
posed to be gained in the seminaries, 
he said, proves to be no working knowl- 
edge, but rather a delusion. It is like 
requiring physicians to produce certain 
drugs before they are allowed to ad- 
minister them. 

Bernard H. Boyd, Charlotte, N. C., 
said the Book of Church Order provides 
for men who do not want to study 
Hebrew and he illustrated how in a re- 
cent series of sermons from the Psalms 
he found in the original Hebrew mean- 
ings which could not have been found 
in any commentary. 

With the question called, the Assem- 
bly adopted the committee’s report, with 
only a few voices heard in opposition. 

The rest of the afternoon was given 
over to presentation of the work of 


Snedecor Synod Dissolution Is 
Voted; Church Year in 1954 
To Follow Calendar 


of the Boards. Women’s Work 
came first, with Mrs. T. Smith Brewer, 
Huntington, W. Va., presiding. (Mrs. 
Brewer was recently given an honorary 
doctorate by Davis and Elkins College. ) 
She reported on gains in the work and 
pointed to more than 70,000 women 
church members who are not in the 
organized work and said that in many 
churches there is no Women of the 
Church organization. Mrs. Brewer pre- 
sented Mrs. Paul K. Buckles, Newport 
News, Va., chairman of the Women’s 
Advisory Council, and Miss Janie W. 
McGaughey, executive secretary, who 
reported on the work. Miss McGaughey, 
having served 21 years, is now the 
senior secretary among the Assembly’s 
executive secretaries. 

Edward D. Grant, Education execu- 
tive, presented Hunter B. Blakely, 
higher education secretary, to introduce 
a program stressing the work of that 
division. An untried public address 
system, the hot weather and a late hour 
on the docket gave this program almost 
insuperable difficulties. One commis- 
sioner fainted in the midst of the pro- 
gram. Difficulties encountered here, 
however, enabled later programs to 
profit considerably. Harry Smith, Austin, 
Texas; S. W. Bondurant, Blacksburg, 
Va.; Miss Sarah Little, Assembly’s 
Training School faculty member-elect; 
George Flowers, Richmond, Va., T. 
Watson Street, Austin, Texas; and W. 
B. Guerrant, Sherman, Texas, presented 
the vhallenge of the higher education 
phase. 


two 


FRIDAY EVENING 


Under the direction of Vernon S&S. 
Broyles, executive secretary, the oppor- 
tunities and program of Church Exten- 
sion were presented, with staff mem- 
bers giving graphic descriptions of their 
work in home missions, evangelism, 
radio, defense service, urban church, 
Sunday school extemsion, rural church, 
Negro work, and promotion. 


SATURDAY 


As on Friday, the entire morning was 
spent in standing committee meetings. 
Soon after the Assembly convened at 
2:00 p. m. invitations were extended 
for the 1952 meeting. The First church, 











Charleston, W. Va., and Montreat, N. 
C., the Assembly’s conference center, 
extended invitations. 

Attorney Frank L. Taylor of Charles- 
ton presented his church’s claim for the 
meeting, referring to the fact that the 
Assembly had met there in 1922. Joe 
B. Overmyer, pastor of the Bream Me- 
morial church, also of Charleston, sec- 
onded the bid. 

J. Rupert McGregor of Montreat indi- 
cated that he would not like to compete 
with the Charleston church, particularly 
since it is one of Montreat’s best sup- 
porters, but he reminded the Assembly 
that the church’s home is always open 
and welcomes the annual meeting. At- 
torney R. R. Williams of Asheville sec- 
onded Montreat’s invitation. 

By a voice vote Charleston was 
chosen. Efforts of an overture failed to 
change the time of meeting, so the date 
is automatically fixed at next June 5. 


Church Property Study 


Dr. McGregor next presented the re- 
port on church property. This arose 
out of last year’s inquiry from Atlanta 
Presbytery relative to its Westminster 
Church which had secured a charter 
seeking to relate its property to no 
Presbyterian body whatsoever. The As- 
sembly was clear enough about this in- 
cident and advised the presbytery to 
have the church alter its charter ‘so 
as to conform to the requirements of 
the Book of Church Order.’’ However, 
it also asked for a commission ‘‘to study 
the whole question of the ownership of 


church property as related to the pres- 
bytery and other church courts.”” This 
question was referred by the permanent 
Nominating Committee to the permanent 
Judicial Committee, instead of appoint- 
ing a special commission for the work 
as had been requested. 

The permanent committee’s report to 
the Assembly, extremely brief, contained 
five statements, as follows: 


1. The legal title to property of a 
particular church is in its trustees on 
the behalf of that congregation. There- 
fore, the property is actually controlled 
by that congregation. This is recog- 
nized by both civil and ecclesiastical 
courts. The right to hold and dispose 
of property is granted by the State. 

2. A voluntary religious society which 
constitutes a part of a religious organ- 
ization or denomination, having estab- 
lished tribunals authorized to decide 
questions of faith, discipline, rule, or 
ecclesiastical government, is bound by 
decisions of such tribunals in such ques- 
tions. 

3. In such cases where a right of 
property asserted in a civil court is de- 
pendent solely on a question of doctrinal 
discipline, ecclesiastical law, rule, or 
church government and that question 
has been decided by the highest tribunal 
within the organization, the civil courts 
will ordinarily accept that decision. 

4. Where property is acquired by a 
particular church, by purchase or other- 
wise, for the use of such church, it will 
be a matter for civil courts to determine 
who constitute such church or its legiti- 
mate successors. 

5. If trustees or members of a par- 
ticular church undertake to withdraw 
and attempt to take their church prop- 
erty with them, it may subject all ques- 
tions of ownership and control to a de- 
cision by the civil courts. 








Comparison of Giving 


For the General Assembly 


1950 1951 Increase 

General Assembly $ 3,946,580 $ 3,664,211 -—$ 282,369*** 
Synods and Presbyteries 4,845,413 4,981,788 136.375 
Miscellaneous 636,109 773,084 136,975 

Total Benevolences $ 9,428,102 $ 9,419,083 —+$ 9,019*** 
Pastors’ Salaries $ 6,061,020 $ 6,628,953 567,933 
Current Expenses 12,283,189 13,252,124 968,935 
Total Local Church Work $18,344,209 $19,881,077 $1,536,868 
Building Expense 10,316,422 11,121,597 805,175 
Grand Total $38,088,733 $40,421,757 $2,333,024 

PER CAPITA GIFTS 
1950 1951 Increase 

Benevolences $13.96 $13.41 —$ .55*** 
Local Church Work 27.16 28.31 1.15 
Building Expense 15.27 15.84 57 
Total $56.39 $57.56 $1.17 


WHICH WAY IS THE TREND IN YOUR CHURCH, UP OR DOWN? 








***Decrease 








This report was not available to the 
commissioners before they enrolled at 
the Assembly. 

In presenting it, Dr. McGregor said 
his committee had understood its task 
to be limited to the single question of 
property as related to presbytery and 
other church courts. 

R. R. Wallace, Centerville, Ala., pas- 
tor, referred to his own legal training 
and experience and urged extreme care 
in whatever the Assembly did in view 
of the importance which civil courts 
attach to the deliverances of church 
courts. Church property, he said, be- 
longs to the congregation. “If we 
carried the property with us in 1861, is 
there any reason we can’t do it in 
1951?” Events of the coming years, 
he predicted, may make this ‘a very 
serious consideration.”’ 

Little discussion was aroused since 
the report failed to come to grips with 
the issue which had been provoked the 
year before. 

J. C. Crenshaw, Greensboro, Ga., pas- 
tor and former missionary, then rose to 
say that there is nothing in the report 
to approve or disapprove. It is simply 
an opinion of this committee and can 
be useful as information. He moved 
that it be received as information and 
printed in the Assembly’s records. This 
the Assembly quickly agreed to do. 

Since Atlanta Presbytery last fall de- 
ferred further action until after this 
committee should report, it was uncer- 
tain if it had any further counsel upon 
which to proceed now that the report 
was made. Members of the presbytery 
indicated that they did not know what 
steps would be taken next. 


Judicial Business 


Then the reports of standing commit- 
tees began to pour in. The two full 
mornings of meetings had enabled most 
committees to complete their work and 
commissioners were not disposed to dis- 
cuss anything very much on this Satur- 
day afternoon. Consequently, five re- 
ports scheduled for Monday were con- 
sidered and adopted in quick order. 

Judicial Business was reported by B. 
O. Wood, San Angelo, Texas, pastor. 
First part of this report concerned a 
complaint of John C. Blackburn against 
the Synod of South Carolina and a com- 
mission of the Assembly had already 
been appointed to hear it. 

Most of the remainder of this report 
was routine. The only item occasioning 
any debate had to do with whether or 
not, on cummissions installing pastors, 
a minister or elder should be required 
to preach the sermon or whether any 
Presbyterian minister or layman should 
be allowed to do it. After a brief but 
lively discussion of this point, the As- 
sembly voted that any Presbyterian min- 
ister or layman (whether he is an elder 
or not) should be allowed to do this. 

Because of the speeded-up schedule 
and delay until Monday morning, the 
new secretary of the permanent com- 
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mittee on the Minister and His Work, 
Graham White, was introduced in con- 
nection with this report, by Ernest 
Trice Thompson, chairman of the As- 


sembly’s committee. Dr. Thompson 
spoke of some of the objectives which 
it is hoped will be realized through this 
new Office. 

Mr. White, whose office has already 
been established in connection with that 
of the Office of the General Assembly, 
Henry Grady Bldg., Atlanta 3, Ga., 
spoke of three problems which the com- 
mittee faces: (1) The problem of min- 
isters—how they can be offered larger 
opportunities than the ones they face 
in their present work or how they may 
be helped out of situations in which, 
through no fault of their own, they find 
themselves; (2) the problem of 
churches long vacant; and (3) inade- 
quate salaries. 


Bills and Overtures 


The former moderator, Dr. Lacy, pre- 
sented the Bills and Overtures report. 


Like its predecessor, this report oc- 
casioned little discussion and was 
adopted quickly. Meridian Presbytery 
was told that ‘‘the elder whose term 
has expired is not an officer of the local 
church with power to vote in the local 
Session until re-elected and _  re- 
installed.” 


Efforts within the Synod of Tennes- 
see to combine two of its presbyteries 
and to change the rule so that a synod 
may consist of two or more presbyteries 
instead of three or more occasioned 
some debate, with the result calling for 
an ad interim committee to study the 
realigning of boundaries of synods 
throughout the Assembly. 

A request from T. Shep Clarke, Au- 
gusta, Ga., calling for abolition of the 
forced retirement of ministers was re- 
ferred to the Minister and His Work 
committee ‘‘with the hope that the older 
or retired ministers . . may be effec- 
tively used,’’ with recommendations to 
be reported to the next Assembly. An- 
other request from Mr. Clarke, calling 


for abolition of the rotary system of 
electing elders, was answered in the 
negative. 


Synodical Records 


Always a routine report, Synodical 
Records contained two items which are 
unusual. CC. H. Patterson, Bluefield, 
W. Va., as chairman, recommended for 
his committee that the records of the 
synods carry ‘‘the names of the deceased 
elders who have faithfully served the 
church”? on a memorial page, and urged 
all synods to conform to Assembly 
terminology in committee appointments 
and reports. 


Assembly's Office 


Alton H. Glasure, St. Petersburg, Fla., 
pastor, reported for the committee on 
the Office of the General Assembly. Any 
ehange in the date of the Assembly’s 
meeting was declined, particularly since 
the new date has not been established 
long enough for a fair test. 





Elections and Appointments 


Elections and appointments of the 
1951 General Assembly are as follows: 


Moderator, J. R. McCain. 

Joint Moderator, J. L. Fowle. 

Vice-Moderators: M. A. Boggs, C. J. 
Hollandsworth, F. A. Mathes, Alton H. 


Glasure, R. A. Law. 


Stated Clerk, 1954: E. C. Scott; 


Assistant Stated Clerk, 1954: Pr. J. 
Garrison. 
Judicial Committee, 1954: James A. 


Millard, Jr., Judge D. H. Edington, Ray 
D. Fortna. ‘ 

Office of the General Assembly, 1954: 
B. K. Tenney, Archie C. Smith, R. A. 
Bolling, W. Nevyn Rankin, John L 
Morrison, W. L. Pressly. 1952: J 
Robertson Paul, replacing Graham 
White who is now secretary of the Com- 
mittee on the Minister and His Work. 


Women’s Work, 1954: Wm. B. Ward. 
Mrs. C. S. Harrington, Mrs. A. Walton 
Litz, Mrs. J. Percy Terrell, Mrs. Walter 
N. Trulock, Jr., Mrs. W. J. Powell 


Annuities and Relief, 1954: Edward 
G. Lilly, Chas. D. Castner, C. Grier 
Davis, Turner Rice, John R. Richard- 
son, W. C. B. Shaaber. 


World Missions, 1952: Jas. E. Cousar, 
Jr. (replacing W. L. Caldwell, re- 
signed); 1953: Wm. H. McCord (re- 
placing C. L. Buckingham, resigned); 
1954: John A. Sibley, Wm. M. Elliott, 
Jr.. L. Nelson Bell, H. E. Russell, Mrs. 
L. K. Boggs. T. K. Young. 


Mission Court Trustees, 1954: Mrs. 
Chas. M. Norfleet, Leon W. Bishop, Mrs. 
J. H. Grant. 


Cooperation and Union: 


Are: 1. TF. 
Lawrence; Ky.: 


Frank H. Caldwell; 
S. C.: Judge T. H. Stukes: Va.: J. J 
Murray; Snedecor: G. W. Gideon: 
Okla.: J. Allen Anderson. Also: the 
moderator (Dr. McCain) and the last 
two moderators (Lacy and Price), and 
two women to be appointed by the 
Board of Women’s Work. , 
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World Council of Churches:  Prin- 
cipals: P. D. Miller, W. C. Robinson, 
Sr., Mrs. C. S. Harrington; Alternates: 
David L. Stitt, Col. Francis P. Miller, 
Marshall C. Dendy. 


Western Section (Pres. Alliance), 
1959: Paul B. Freeland (Thos. H. 
Talbot, alternate), F. W. A. Bosch (H. 
G. Goodykoontz), Marshall §. Woodson 
(W. H. Boyd), W. A. L. Sibley (Reid 
Robinson). 1957: Chas. G. Bruce, suc- 
ceeding R. L. McLeod; 1953: A. Walton 
Litz succeeding C. G. Bruce as alternate. 


National Council of Churches, 1953: 
S. H. Bradley (Andrew H. Edington), 
Clarence S. Johnson (M. A. Boggs), 
Mrs. T. S. Brewer (Mrs. F. R. Craw- 
ford), C. Darby Fulton* (D. J. Cum- 
ming*), E. D. Grant* (Hunter B. 
Blakely*); 1955: Ben R. Lacy (Wm. 
V. Gardner), Judge T. H. Stukes (Wm. 
F. Mansell; J. P. McCallie (M. A. Mac- 
donald), Vernon S. Broyles* (Claude 
H. Pritchard*), Wade H. Boggs* (Ber- 
nard Mellhany*); 1957: Ferguson 
Wood (Miss Louise McComb), Jas. R. 
Bullock (Chas. E. Mount), John S. 
Land (J. R. McCain), Miss Janie W. 
McGaughey* (Mrs. John L. Parkes*), 
J. G. Patton* (Bob S. Hodges*). *From 
Boards and General Council. 


General Board of the National Coun- 
cil, 1955: Ben R. Lacy (Wm. V. Gard- 
ner); 1957: John S. Land (J. R. Mc- 
Cain). 


Board of Education, 1954: R. Mat- 
thew Lynn, A. R. Bird, Jr., E. D. With- 
erspoon, R. A. Lapsley, A. L. Currie, 
Miss Charlotte Persinger;: 1953: W. 
H. Jack; 1952: L. I. Stell. 


Assembly's Training School trustees, 
1954: Paul Tudor Jones, D. T. Cald- 
well, Wm. R. Hill, Thos. P. Johnston, 
Mrs. D. W. Richardson, Wm. E. Crane, 
Wm. R. Gardner; 1952: James Sprunt. 


Mountain Retreat Assn., 1955: Homer 
MeMillan, J. R. MeGregor, J. C. Frist, 
Cc. G. MeClure, J. N. Brown, R. B. Bran- 
non, C. H. Patterson, Donald Bailey, 
Martin Singleton, Walter P. Sprunt, 
Geo. H. Wright, Kenneth S. Keyes, W. 


H. Belk, Sr., F. L. Jackson, Sidney 
Bruce, W. Calvin Wells, Mrs. Lamar 
Westcott. 


Stillman College trustees, 1952: L. 
W. Bottoms, Dr. J. E. Bryan, S. F. 
Bryant, L. Tennent Lee, Jr., E. G. Mc- 
Gee, W. J. Gipson; 1953: T. R. Nunan, 
R. L. Peters, E. V. Ramage, L. I. Stell, 
G. L. Tucker, F. H. M. Williams; 1954: 
R. A. Farnsworth, Kenneth Forbes, R. 
E. Fulton, F. B. Gear, Carl M. Hill, 
Dr. A. B. McKenzie, A. R. Batchelor 
(ex officio). 


Board of Church Extension, 1954: 
Wm. V. Gardner, N. B. Etheridge, 
Frank Cc. Brown, A. V. Gibson, Arch B. 
Taylor, Geo. H. Wright. 

General Council, 1954: W. G. Fos- 
ter, Jr., C. J. Hollandsworth, T. P. 
Johnston, C. J. Matthews, Wm. C. Rob- 
inson, Sr., Mrs. A. Walton Litz, J. R. 
Neal, W. A. L. Sibley; 1953: S. Hugh 
Bradley replacing T. K. Young, re- 
signed; 1952: Mare C. Weersing, re- 
placing R. G. Lowe, deceased. 


Lord’s Day Alliance, C. Grier Davis. 


Historical Foundation: K. H. Patrick, 
Thos. Campbell, Mrs. Frank Barker. 


Trustees of the General Assembly: 
Wm. H. Barnhart, T. S. McPheeters, 
Ivey W. Stewart, D. W. Robinson, J. 
P. McCallie, A. Walton Litz, A. C. Holt, 
C. A. Rowland. 


To Be Appointed 


Nominating Committee, 1954: three 
members, by the Moderator 

Commission to effect dissolution of 
Snedecor Synod, by the moderator. 

Ad Interim Committees: 

1. Studying synodical boundaries; 

2. Merging of Trustees of General 
Assembly and Office of General Assem- 
bly ‘to be appointed by Nominating 
Committee) ; 

3. Insurance studying surety bonds 
and insurance of various kinds in re- 
gard to the Assembly’s agencies, and 
also the possibilities of a non-profit in- 
surance organization belonging to and 
administered by the church, 
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The committee recommended, and the 
Assembly approved, a new study—ad 
interim—of the entire question of the 
relation between the Office of the Gen- 
eral Assembly and,the trustees of the 
Assembly. i 

Support of the office of the Minister 
and His Work, not to exceed $15,000, 
was placed in this office; the per capita 
tax was raised to 13c; the Assembly’s 
minutes were priced at $2 ($3.50 for 
those outside the church). 

The committee also recommended, 
and the question was not discussed or 
opposed, that chairmen of the Assem- 
bly’s standing committees be named 
each year by the retiring moderator as 
has been done for the past two years. 


Women’s Work 


Marshall S. Woodson, Flora Mac- 
donald College president, made the re- 
port on Women’s Work. reo. H. Vick 
of Charleston, W. Va., was chairman. 
The committee recognized Miss Evelyn 
L. Green, secretary of the program di-: 
vision, who had been introduced earlier; 
it expressed appreciation for the 22 
years’ service of Miss Sarah Quidor as 
treasurer, resigned last October. 

The Assembly commended the wo- 
men’s Board for efforts ‘looking to- 
wards a unified benevolence budget” 
and suggested that it ‘‘work with the 
yeneral Council in planning for such a 
goal for the whole church as rapidly as 
possible.’’ 


SATURDAY EVENING 


Wade H. Boggs opened the evening 
program, discussing some of the prob- 
lems confronted by the Annuities and 
Relief Board. One of the toughest of 
these, he indicated, is inflation, caused 








LACY TO BE ON CBS 
NETWORK JULY 8 


Benjamin R. Lacy, who re- 
tired as moderator of the Gen- 
eral Assembly will be on the 
Church of the Air (Columbia 
Broadcasting System) July 8, 
with music by the choir of the 
Second church, Richmond, Va. 
Time for this nation-wide pro- 
gram is 10:00 A. M. (EST), 
9:00 A. M. (CST), etc., though 
the originating station 
(WRVA) will make it avail- 
able in its area at 10:30 A. M. 
(EST). 











by the government’s policy of deficit 
financing. He called upon the Assem- 
bly to help provide adequate salaries 
and retirement provisions for ministers 
and church employees. He said he is 
frequently questioned by a pastor as to 
what can be done where a janitor has 
served for 10, 20, 30 or 40 years and 
now at retirement faces no provision for 
him. He challenged the men to parallel 
the Joy Gift (chiefly made by the wo- 
men) and to provide adequately for the 
retirement of servants of the church. 


World Missions 


C. Darby Fulton presented the World 
Missions program, stressing the mission- 
ary effort as ‘“‘Christianity’s primary 
ecumenical expression.’’ This movement. 
he said, is the church’s effective answer 
to the world’s unbelief and confusion. 

Dr. Fulton presented Paul B. Free- 
land, who has just returned from war 
relief conferences in the Middle East 





Mrs. Clapp en route to Africa 


No Rocking Chair to Sit On 


One of the highest moments in the 
popular presentation of World Missions 
on the Assembly’s Saturday night was 
the two-minute comment of Mrs. Allen 
Clapp, of Atlanta, friend of many mis- 
sionaries and missionaries’ children, 
who is going to Lubondai (Belgian 
Congo) in August for a three-year term 
as matron-dietitian at the central school 
for missionary children. She will take 
her daughter, Mary (at family ex- 
pense), and enter her in the same 
school. Here is her two-minutes’ worth, 
called by a former moderator, “the 
most interesting two minutes [ have 
ever heard in a General Assembly” and 
applauded by the Assembly as such: 


“My pastor, Mac Crowe, knew that I 
would be just as scared as T am now 
and he told me to look over to the 
right and find a baldheaded man and 
talk to him, but I can’t find a bald- 
headed man. 

“But many of you were friends of my 
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husband, Allen. and therefore you are 
my friends. If you knew him, you 
know how a lifetime of living with him 
would train anyone for a life of ad- 
venture. quick decisions, Christian serv- 
ice, and of loving and living with chil- 
dren. 


“T learned that the Lord never lets 
me know his plans ahead of time. This 
used to confuse me, but T have gotten 
used to it now and its more interesting 
just watching what he’s going to do. 
This has gone on for a long time 
now getting married and having a 
Sunday school, having twins, and then 
having some more, and then having 
other people’s children come in. I fi- 
nally got to the place where T was look- 
ing around for a rocking chair to sit 
down on and the Lord pulled it out 
from under me and said, ‘That’s just 
what vou think.’ So, T thought of this 
old Bible verse ‘Thine ears shall hear a 
word behind thee.’ saving, ‘This is the 
way: walk ye init.’ Well, I was scared 
to death but I’ll have to draw on that 
old Sunday School song, ‘Trust and 


Obey,’ so we’re going.” 


Mr. Freeland described 


and in Europe. 
Presbyterian efforts to do an effective 
job in ministering to the 35 million 


refugees in the world today. Then 
Eugene Daniel, candidate secretary, 
presented candidates in various stages 
of preparation who are looking toward 
missionary service. One of these state- 
ments (by Mrs. Clapp) appears in ad- 
joining columns. 

Next Dr. Fulton led a panel discus- 
sion which described conditions in vari- 
ous fields, with these participants: H. 
Petrie Mitchell (Korea), Dr. Frank 
Brown, Jr., (Japan), R. P. Richardson 
(China), Mrs. Jas. Halverstadt( Africa), 
Mrs. L. M. McCutchen, just back from 
Mexico; and Wm. B. Moseley (Brazil). 

Dr. Richardson expressed the opinion 
that the signers of the Christian Mani- 
festo in Communist China “do not rep- 
resent the rank and file of God-fearing 
Chinese Christians.’’ Many, he thought, 
may have signed this statement with 
tongue in check. 

Dr. Brown reported that efforts are 
beginning in building the first hospital 
the church has ever operated in Japan; 
only a half-dozen Christian hospitals 
have ever been in Japan. Now, he in- 
dicated, governmental tendencies offer 
new opportunities in this field. 

Mr. Moseley said, ‘‘If it hadn’t been 
for the Program of Progress I don’t 
know how we'd have taken care of the 
fastest growing church in the world.” 
That is in Brazil. 

Mr. Mitchell reported nine Southern 
Presbyterian missionaries now active in 
Korea. The Christian church in North 
Korea, he said, has been driven under- 
ground. 


SUNDAY 


Sunday services included the filling 
of many Orlando pulpits with Presby- 
terian preachers. In the First church, 
P. D. Miller, Atlanta, spoke at 9:30. 
The Assembly’s service at 11:00 had 
Wm. K. McCorkle, St. Louis, as the 
preacher on “Turning the World Upside 
Down.”’ Approximately 50 elders as- 
sisted in serving the communion with 
these ministers participating: E. C. 
Scott, M. A. Boggs, Chas. W. Kernan 
and P. J. Garrison. 

For the first time in memory there 
was no scheduled program for Sunday 
afternoon. 

That evening Clarence §S. Johnson, di- 
rector of the Program of Progress, gave 
a dynamic call to participate in the 
Tithing Adventure to complete the Pro- 
gram of Progress. 


MONDAY 


With the schedule running ahead of 
the docket, officials were freely predict- 
ing that the Assembly might adjourn 
Monday night — unless unforeseen dis- 
cussion developed. The discussion de- 
veloped but even so, except for a few 
long and involved reports, the Assembly 
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could have adjourned if it had extended 
its meetings as it has sometimes done. 

The moderator opened the Monday 
meeting with a request that he be al- 
lowed to appoint five vice-moderators. 


These, he explained, would represent 
the Assembly and the moderator offi- 
cially in various meetings in the church 
and their expenses would be requested 
from the churches inviting them. With 


the permission granted, he named the 
following: F. Alfred Mathes, Birming- 
ham; Marion A. Boggs, Little Rock; R. 
A. Law, professor of English, Univer- 
sity of Texas; C. J. Hollandsworth, Nor- 





In Passing 


A Column of News 


and Opinion 





ORLANDO'S Presbyterians and their 
fellow-citizens went the second and 
third mile in providing for the Assem- 
bly and its commissioners. The minis- 
ters and their associates met an ex- 
tremely difficult entertainment situation 
with good humor and general satisfac- 
tion. Onlookers felt that the hundreds 
of meals served daily in the church din- 
ing room must have been the greatest 
burden on the women who helped-—and 
the meals were of a consistently high 
order. 
* * * 
THIS central Florida city is rightly 
proud of its beauty and commissioners 
were not allowed to forget this charac- 
teristic. A special committee provided 
table decorations, with each new ar- 
rangement seeming more beautiful than 
the last. 
« * * 
COMMISSIONERS knew something be- 
fore they arrived in Orlando about 
the fine music program in the First 
church. More than 200 of the church's 
fellowship participate in the ministry of 
musie with its leadership, under Joseph 
Mackie, on a high level. 
© * * 
GREETINGS went from the Assembly 
to the beloved George Summey, re- 
cently 98, now ill in New Orleans, who 
has rarely missed an Assembly for many 
years; to former-president L. Wilson 
Jarman of Mary Baldwin, now 2 resi- 
dent of nearby Winter Park; and to Mr. 
and Mrs. A. N. Sharpe (longtime Home 
Mission treasurer) on their 50th wed- 
ding anniversary. 
* * * 
ONE OF THE KEEN observers in the 
Assembly gave us this rating of the 
meeting as of mid-afternoon Monday: 
On spirit, A; organization, B; demo- 
cratic participation, about C. Practi- 
cally all the talking, he said, had heen 
done by the ministers. Just after this 
came the debate on the dissolution of 
Snedecor Synod after which he came 
around to say, “I’d like to change that 
C,’’ for elders were the leading speakers 
in that discussion both pro and con. 


+ * + 
WELL-DESERVED tributes were paid 

Mrs. Thos. McCorkle of Greenville, S. 
C., by the Stated Clerk for her loyal and 
efficient service in helping prepare the 
voluminous reports of standing commit- 
tees. For seven years, since she was a 
student at Montreat College, she has 
helped with this work during the As- 
sembly week. 
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EXPENSE slips of commissioners, it 
seemed, would run 50% higher than 
last year. Both meetings were toward 
the edge of the Assembly (as next 
year’s will be) thus increasing the cost. 
Air travel was not expected to account 
for this large gain. The Stated Clerk 
is rightly conscientious in regard to 
commissioners’ expenses for he is aware 
of a sacred trust in making the best use 
of the church’s money. He does not 
hestitate to disallow any item which ap- 
pears to be out of line. For exampie, 
air travel is allowed commissioners who 
live 400 miles or more away. There- 
fore, if a man lived 350 miles from the 
meeting and drove 150 miles in the op- 
posite direction to take a plane, he 
would be allowed only railroad fare. 
(Stranger things have happened! ) 
*~ = * 
THE ORLANDO Assembly can be re- 
membered as the ‘‘shirt-sleeve’’ As- 
sembly and in some cases even less 
formally. Dignified pastors and elders, 
seminary presidents, professors and 
former moderators of the Assembly 
almost uniformly appeared in_ shirt 
sleeves to hear reports as well as to 
present them. An effort to get the mod- 
erator’s coat off while he presided failed, 
though at other times he was not 
bothered with it. 
* x me 
PRESBYTERIAN MEN, the monthly 
magazine, apparently was ready for 
the moderator’s election, appearing with 
Dr. McCain’s picture on the cover at 
Saturday morning’s 6:45 breakfast. 
7 * * 
ON THE front of the Southern Presby- 
terian Journal, distributed at the As- 
sembly Sunday afternoon, appeared pic- 
tures of Drs. McCain and Fowle as “The 
Moderators.” 
* * * 
THE OUTLOOK provided the retiring 
moderator’s sermon for the commis- 
sioners immediately after it was con- 
cluded, as it has done for a good many 
years now. Thanks to printers’ coop- 
eration and Air Express, it also provided 
commissioners with copies of the last 
issue giving Assembly actions through 
Saturday by early Tuesday morning, 
shortly before adjournment. 
* . * 
THE General Council’s public relations 
office was well on the job with all as- 
sistance. Good coverage of the meeting 
was given in the Orlando papers and the 
Associated Press writer, though not up 
to last year’s Tommy Johnson (no one 


has surpassed him), did a highly credit- 
able job. Reporting such a meeting for 
the daily press is a complicated chore. 


* + CJ 

COMMISSIONERS who were too eager 

plus too much propaganda were cred- 
ited with a cave-in on the porch next- 
door to the Orlando First church where 
orange juice was being served. At one 
intermission thirsty ministers and elders 
thronged the freely-offered juice dis- 
pensers until the porch was packed with 
men with tiny paper cups. Just then 
an Army chaplain, talking with a friend, 
told how he and the Assembly had been 
bombarded with propaganda opposing 
cooperation with the National Council. 
With gestures, he showed arms piled 
high, as he said, “If the men had all 
that had been sent them, it would be 
enough to break this porch down.” And 
coincidentally, down crashed the porch. 

+ * a 

LETTERS bearing a Hattiesburg, Miss., 

postmark were in the Assembly post- 
office for all commissioners, calling for 
termination of National Council mem- 
bership. This happened last year at 
Massanetta too, in addition to other cir- 
cularizing of these commissioners be- 
fore they left home. A large propor- 
tion, if not a majority, of the letters 
addressed to Orlando were left in the 
mail boxes, even though many commis- 
sioners knew such letters were there for 
them. 


* * a 
AN EXCHANGE of preachers between 
the various Presbyterian bodies was 
warmly encouraged by Allan Frew, the 
USA delegate. This will doubtless be 
followed by a good many of our 
churches, though a central clearing 
house for the operation is needed. Dr. 
Henderson, of the United Presbyterians, 
found himself with several inquiries 
about holding evangelistic meetings fol- 
lowing his fine address. The ARPs in- 
vite a number of our men to Bon 
Clarken and other conferences each 
year. We ought to invite more to ours 
—Montreat, Massanetta and others. Mr. 
Patrick, for example, who spoke with 
such feeling as the ARP delegate and 
other such men ought to be in some of 
our conferences for young people and 
others. 


* * * 


ORLANDO, they say, has 365 days ot 

sunshine, and, according to Chambe1 
of Commerce information, ‘‘that is a 
very conservative estimate.”’ 











folk, Va.; 
Petersburg. 


A. R. P. Delegate 


The moderator presented the delegate 
sent by the Associate Reformed Presby- 
terian Church, H. L. Patrick of the 
First ARP church, Charlotte, N. C. Dr. 
McCain referred to the meeting of the 
ARP General Synod which had just 
closed in West Virginia where, by a vote 
of almost 2-1, union with any other 
group was turned down. He said, ‘‘They 
didn’t want to marry us but they love 
us just the same.”’ 

Mr. Patrick spoke with deep feeling 
of the disappointment of many in his 
communion who had looked forward to 
a union with the U. S. church. (For 
his full statement, see page 9.) The 
vote brings about a situation which is of 
real concern to many in his church. 
This vote, he declared, by no means 
represents the sentiment of the people 
in the churches. 

Dr. McCain, who grew up in the ARP 
church, responded to Mr. Patrick’s re- 
marks, saying: 


“These negotiations were introduced 
by them. We didn’t say let’s marry. 
They said let’s marry. They proposed 
it. It’s a lot of progress when they 


w Presbyter| 
Outlook 


Established 1819 
AUBREY N. BROWN 
Editor 








PRNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Co-Editor 


JAMES S. BROWN 
Business Manager 


Associate Editors 


J. M. Alexander J. A. MacLean, Jr. 

Wm. Crowe, Jr. Russell C. Stroup 

K. J. Foreman Holmes Rolston 

J. H. Marion, Jr. J. N. Thomas 
Mrs. Alexander Maitland 


Contributing Editors 


Wallace M. Alston Charles L. King 
H. Ray Anderson’ Laurence F. Kinney 
Jesse H. Baird Albert Kissling 

J. Blanton Belk Julian Price Love 
Marion A. Boggs Wilbur LaRoe, Jr. 
J. S. Bonnell R. J. McMullen 
Wm. M. Boyce F. L. MceCluer 
Frank H. Caldwell P. D. Miller 
McAlister Carson J. J. Murray 

S. A. Cartledge C. Ellis Nelson 

J. Harry Cotton Dunbar H. Ogden 
J. R. Cunningham Stuart R. Oglesby 
Mrs. Andrew Dale E. B. Paisley 

C. Grier Davis S. J. Patterson, Jr. 
D. H. Edington Frank W. Price 
W. M. Elliott, Jr. W. E. Price 

R. A. Farnsworth J. A. Redhead, Jr. 
B. Frank Hall Lewis J. Sherrill 
Mrs. FE. F. Horine George Summey 
Karl G. Hudson Graves H. Thompson 
Tlion T. Jones Charles J. Turck 


Continuing 
The Missionary (1819) 
The Georgia Reporter (1826) 

The Charleston Observer (1827) 
Watchman of the South (1837) 
The Southern Presbyterian (1847) 
The N. C. Presbyterian (1858) 
The Southwestern Presbyterian (1869) 
The Texas Presbyterian (1892) 
The Presbyterian of the South (1999) 


Subscription—$4.00 a year 


Edttortal and Business Offices 
1 North 6th Street 
Dial 2-9492. Richmond 19, Virginia. 











and Alton H. Glasure, St. 





made the proposal and when they heard 
the committee and when they got 59 
votes. That’s a great step forward... . 
You see these ARPs go back to the 
1600s and they are a long-line sort of 
denomination and you expect them to 
move slowly. You’d just be surprised 
if they fell over themselves to do this 
uniting, but we appreciate them and 
love them just the same.” 


(Some ARP men, however, point to a 
larger vote in opposition this time than 
when the question was considered be- 
fore and they feel their cause is losing.) 

Wm. H. McCorkle, St. Louis, proposed 
that an appropriate greeting be con- 
veyed to the ARP church. He, J. L. 
Fowle and Geo. H. Vick were named 
to draft the message, and the United 
Presbyterians were later included. 


Dr. Henderson Speaks 


Homer B. Henderson, Grove City, 
Pa., and a former moderator of the 
United Presbyterian Assembly, next 
brought fraternal greetings from his 
church. He reviewed many happy as- 
sociations with Southern Presbyterians. 
He said: 


“Tam glad to be a Presbyterian. . ‘ 
I am exceedingly proud—and properly 
so—of the influence of the Presbyterian 
faith on the founding of the nation and 
its form of government. . The Pope 
would be more effective in his battle 
against Communism if he were a Pres- 
byterian. A 

“Now since our background is the 
same, our church government is the 
same, our message is the same, why 
shouldn’t we get closer together. Why 
should I have to be introduced to you? 
It does not take too much intellect to 
realize that there should be just one 
great Presbyterian Church, built around 
the ‘presbuteros’ and the ‘dignity of the 
individual.’ When that day comes, I 
hope it will be both united and re- 
formed, both north and south, but its 
name will be ‘The Presbyterian Church 
of the United States.’ And then we'll 
go up to Canada and we'll take in the 
Presbyterians and it’ll be the Presbyte- 
rian Church of America.” 

“While we were in St. Louis : 
some of us thought we were ball players 
and we challenged the Methodist min- 
isters. They quickly accepted with 
nleasure and confidence. We used all 
brands of Presbyterians. All we asked 
was ‘Can you play ball?’ And here 
is a line running through the middle. 
The catcher was a Presbyterian, North; 
the pitcher was a United Presbyterian: 
the second baseman was a Presbyterian, 
South: and the center fielder was a real 
blue-blood, an old-side Covenanter or a 
Reformed Presbyterian. And we didn’t 
do too badly. The score was 22-3, with 
the Methodists just getting five hits. 
How about getting together for another 
game? And this time we will challenge 
the devil and if we tackle him we’ll 
need our best. 

“Second, IT am more interested in he- 
ing a Christian. We need to remember 
always that more imnortant than the 
word ‘Presbvterian’ is the word ‘church.’ 
Or better still. the word that really does 
challenge us is the word ‘kingdom.’ IT 
am for chureh union, but that alone will 
not bring the Kingdom. TI could be 
happy in a dozen different denomina- 
tions as long as they let me talk about 
the King and the Kingdom. TI just 
happened to be born in a United Pres- 


byterian home while many of you hap- 
pened to be born in homes marked by 
the name Presbyterian, US. ... 

“T congratulate all you young men 
with your faces set toward that King- 


dom. In spite of conditions, it is a 
great time in which just to be alive. 
ioe For the great task that faces 
us we are called to be enthusiastically 
Christian, healthily modern, whole- 
somely human and radiantly righteous. 
No other task compares with ours and 
the only person who has any reason to 
keep his head up in this dark day is 
the child of God. >" 

“T am disappointed that the Associate 
Reformed church turned us both down. 
What’s the matter with us? Fathers 
and Brethren, we have a great task. 
Why not get closer together, why not 
join ranks, while we tackle it?” 


Annuities and Relief 


M. O. Sommers, of Kingsport, Tenn., 
presented the report on Annuities and 
Relief which was adopted by the As- 
sembly without debate. Increased mini- 
mum annuity benefits, requested by St. 
Johns. Presbytery, would call for large 
increases in capital funds and in dues; 
therefore impossible now. A label or 
button requested for retired ministers 
was answered negatively; increasd 
benefits for completely incapacitated 
ministers are urged through more lib- 
eral offerings to ‘‘Ministerial Relief’’; 
requirement of a health certificate from 
ministers coming from other denomina- 
tions into the annuity fund was ap- 
proved. 


World Missions 


World Missions, presented by W. E. 
Phifer, Kansas City, was called “the 
most fruitful arm of the church’s en- 
deavor. The 10,346 additions on pro- 
fession of faith represent the largest 
gain ever recorded in any one year of 
our history, almost half as many as 
were gained by our church at home last 
year through the efforts of all the 
synods, presbyteries and local congre- 
gations. The total communicant mem- 
bership in our foreign fields now regis- 
ters 114,697, but this figure would have 
to be augmented by tens of thousands 
if those who have been transferred to 
membership in the national churches 
were included.” 

Urgent needs for more funds were 
stressed and the trend toward declining 
proportions of total gifts for missions 
was pointed to. 

The young people’s World Mission 
Objective for the year is ‘$20,000 for 
Missions on Wheels,’ designed to pro- 
vide jeeps for missionary use on the 
fields. 


ICU Question 


Overtures on the International Chris- 
tian University in Japan were answered 
by reaffirming last year’s action in which 
the Board of World Missions was sup- 
ported in “. leaving the way open 
for those who wish to do so to con- 
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tribute to this project (while) at the 
same time declining to assume financial 
or administrative responsibility.” 

It was reported that discussions in the 
standing committee at Orlando resulted 
in one-third of the committee favoring 
participation in the ICU. 

Jos. L. Auten, Richmond, Va., pastor 
asked the chairman for information 
about the reasons for this action, say- 
ing, ‘“‘It would be helpful if pastors had 
some information to use in answering 
the questions of our people about this 
matter.’’ He was referred to the state- 
ment of the Board of World Missions 
as given in the 1950 Minutes. 


Inter-Church Relations 


What is usually one of the liveliest 
reports—Inter-Church Relations— oc- 
casioned only a minimum of discussion. 
The Assembly approved the addition to 
the permanent committee on Coopera- 
tion and Union of two women (to be 
named by the Board of Women’s 
Work), the moderator and the two im- 
mediate past moderators (Lacy and 
Price). 

The full list of recommended ‘ave- 
nues of cooperation and acquaintance”’ 
proposed by the permanent committee 
for the past two years was approved 
(OUTLOOK, May 14). 

The communication from the USA 
church which had been presented ear- 
lier by Dr. Frew (OUTLOOK, June 18) 
and the reply of the US church were 
ordered mailed to pastors and clerks of 
sessions of all churches with additional 
copies made available where desired 
for distribution to the membership. 
The reply of the committee, adopted by 
the Assembly, was discussed briefly, 
with questions raised about the next- 
to-last sentence: ‘‘May God guide us 
all, and have his own way in perfecting 
the plans now being made for which 
so many of us entertain high and preyer- 
ful hopes.” 

Some opposition was expressed if this 
was to be interpreted as meaning 
“union.”” Dr. Vick finally said, *‘This 
simply means that we are praying that 
God will guide us. I am not afraid to 
pray that he will guide us to his will 
in this matter.” 

Commissioners approved the reply by 
a standing vote, with nearly all com- 
missioners standing. The negative vote 
was not put. The statement adopted is 
as follows: 


Letter to USA Church 


To the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United 
States of America 

Dear Brethren: 

The 91st General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. has 
been deeply touched by the genuinely 
Christian communication which you 
addressed to us from Cincinnati, 
Ohio, May 30, 1951. We acknowledge 
this message by sending our love and 
the assurance of our prayers to you, 
our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
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We, like yourselves, are the chil- 
dren of fathers who did what they 
thought was right in the tragic days 
when our nation and our church were 
both rent asunder. We rejoice that 
the nation is long since one in fact; 
and, we believe that there is now 
more genuine understanding between 
the two parts of the divided church 
than at any previous time since 
1861. We thank God for the ever- 
stronger ties which bind us together 
in Christ Jesus. 

We acknowledge that from our 
side during 1861 and in the years 
which followed, some words have 
been spoken, articles written, charges 
made, and resolutions adopted which 
have not been worthy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ or his servants. We 
freely grant the forgiveness you beg 
in this respect and humbly ask you 
to forgive us for whatever our As- 
sembly or our people have done 
which was unworthy of our dear Lord 
or which has wounded you, our 
brethren in the same Lord. 

We feel that the five-year period 
now being devoted to a special pro- 
gram of acquaintanceship and fellow- 
ship is richly rewarding to us all. 
We are most happy to have our 
brethren of the United Presbyterian 
Church working with us in this pro- 
gram. During the past year our be- 
loved moderator, Dr. B. R. Lacy, Jr., 


was cordially received in many parts 
of your Assembly. At the same time 
your distinguished moderator, Dr. 
Hugh [. Evans, was a blessing to 
large numbers of our people. We 
hope Dr. H. Ray Anderson and Mr. 
W. Kyle George, the present modera- 
tor of the United Presbyterian 
Church, may visit often in the South 
during their term in office. We are 
convineed that acquaintance on both 
sides is essential to any real reunion 
of our churches. May God guide us 
all, and have his own way in perfect- 
ing the plans now being made for 
which so many of us entertain high 
and prayerful hopes. 

Without reservations, and with 
great rejoicing in our hearts for your 
fellowship in the gospel, we greet you 
as our brethren in Christ. 

/s/ J. ROSS McCAIN, 
Moderator. 
fs/ ZX. ©. Ber, 
Stated Clerk. 
Orlando, Fla., June 11, 1951. 


As a result of committee recommen- 
dations, the Assembly also: 

—‘*  . ,. noted the gracious reply of 
the General Board (of the National 
Council of Churches) to our communi- 
cation addressed to them last year” and 
voted “to remember the work of this 








A. R. P. Greeting to the Assembly 


“We May Be Late in Coming” 


By H. L. PATRICK* 


UR SYNOD’S reaction to the 
overture on union with your 
ehurch is still a puzzle to all 

of us who were present, for that 
synod voted 103 to 59 not to con- 
sider any proposal for organic union 
with anybody under any circum- 
stances, at any time in the near fu- 
ture. It seems that as the mountains 
are round about Jerusalem so do 
those initials ‘‘A. R.”’ tower above the 
word Presbyterian so far as our 
synod is concerned. 

One of your ministers, who was 
present on the floor when the great 
debate was taking place, addressed 
us that evening and began his re- 
marks by saying that he always had 
known he was an ordinary, common, 
ornery Presbyterian, but not until 
that afternoon did he realize how 
ordinary and how common he really 
was. Well, of course, the joke in 
that, at least, has this much signifi- 
eance, that these ties of brotherly 
love that move between us are now 
marked more by ebb than by flow. 
That my people recognize as inevi- 
table, and our denomination bears 
the full responsibility for this shift 
in our relationships. 

You were magnanimous in the 
terms that you agreed upon with our 
committee as a basis for organic 


*Minister, First A. R. P. church, 
Charlotte, N. C. 


union. Our church has always been, 
and now more so than ever, heavily 
indebted to your moderator. It 
seemed that everything that couid 
possibly be done has been done and 
the cause failed. I don’t think the 
sponsors of any movement ever de- 
served more worthily that tombstone 
inscription, ‘‘They have done what 
they could,”’ but it was not sufficient 
at this time. 

Now, what of the future in the re- 
lationship between our two churches? 
Because of our smallness that be- 
comes a secondary concern with you, 
but with many of us it is a primary 
consideration. . . AS I was getting 
into the car an elder came up and 
took me by the arm and he said, 
“You go to Orlando and you beseech 
those brethren to leave the door open 
for us. We may be coming in late, 
but we are going to come in.” 

That vote taken by our synod does 
not in any means reflect the senti- 
ment among our congregations. The 
majority of our people, I think it is 
safe to say, are for an organic union 
with your denomination. Our cause 
was lost this time, but I think it is 
a cause of too many prayers to be 
called lost for good, and I hope you 
will keep us in your hearts until that 
day when we shall join hands in 
holding forth that flaming heart of 
Christ which lights the life and love 
of our common world. 














National Council in prayer, that we seek 
to interpret its purpose to our people, 
and, that appropriate support be given 
the organization by our Assembly.” It 
is in the budget for 1952-52 for $10,- 
200; 

—asked Paul B. Freeland ‘‘to confer 
with Presbyterian Alliance representa- 
tives in Europe in an effort to see that 
the needs of seattered groups otf 
Reformed people are more adequaely 
met through the funds we contribute to 
Church World Service’’; 

—asked presbytery to have a 
committee officially designated to rep- 
resent the American Bible Society; 

set October 28 as Reformation Day, 


our 


each 


with the theme, ‘Martin Luther and 
the Protestant Reformation, commend- 
ing Bainton’s recent book, “Here I 


Stand——A Life of Martin Luther.” 

The Assembly, upon committee rec- 
ommendation, turned down Meridian 
and other presbytery overtures seeking 
withdrawal from the National Council. 
It declined to make a creedal subscrip- 
tion the condition of continuing mem- 
bership saying, ‘‘All tests of doctrinal 
soundness belong to the individual com- 
munions and should not be placed in 
the hands of the National Council of 
Churches.’’ This was approved unani- 
mously. 


Overture Violates Principle 


Holston Presbytery’s overture asked 
the Assembly “To caution persons rep- 
resenting our church at meetings other 
than our assemblages to 
(1) be time- 
honored position regarding the separa- 
(2) to disas- 
sociate themselves from any parliamen- 
tary actions that would be at variance 
with our standards, or that would tena 
toward further socialism and away from 
The 
Assembly answered the first part of this 
in the affirmative; the second part it 
answered in the negative “for the rea- 


own church 


careful to protect our 


tion of church and state; 


our system of free enterprise.” 


son that a pronouncement of the sort 
requested tends to be in itself a church 
declaration in the field of economics 
and government.”’ 

Paris Presbytery’s overture was 
adopted without discussion asking that 
National Council representatives be in- 
structed ‘‘to take all steps possible to 
insure the Presbyterian Church, US, 
frem being misrepresented in any de- 
liverance or pronouncements on eco- 
nomic and political questions by any 
lobbying groups of the National Council 
in Washington and in public print.’”’ An 





amendment to this answer was offered 
by E. M. Wise, Houston, Texas, asking 
representatives to report to the Assem- 
bly any deviations from these instruc- 
tions. This was defeated 201-126. 


Council Supported 257-90 


Principal discussion of the National 
Council came in connection with another 


Meridian overture, though this was 
brief. This overture called for a flat 


withdrawal permanently ‘‘from all the 
work having to do with Social, 
Economic and Political matters,’”’ since 
such things are “forbidden to the 
church by the Scriptures as interpreted 
by the Confession of Faith.” 

Mr. Farley of Memphis supported the 
Meridian position saying, ‘“‘Our mission 
is to preach Christ and we can’t do an 
effective job . . unless we disassociate 
ourselves from all these social, political 
and economic issues.”’ 

Robt. R. Wallace, Centerville, Ala., 
pastor, said “The claims of legislative 
groups in Washington to speak for 28 
million Protestants . . are not speak- 
ing for me and for other ministers and 
members of our church.” He spoke, in 
passing, of the President’s Civil Rights 
program. 

With no more debate, the question 
was called and the Meridan overture 
was denied by a vote of 257-90. 


Education Committee 


The report on education, presented by 
Edgar A. Woods, Graham, N. C., oc- 
casioned no opposition. A Dallas Pres- 
bytery overture was adopted, requiring 
ministerial candidates to answer this 
question: 


“Do you promise to seek to culti- 
vate a truly Christian spirit, full of 
understanding, forbearance, gentle- 
ness, courage, and goodwill? Do you 
promise to seek to spread Christian- 
ity by your personal witness and 
through the benevolent program of 
the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States to the ends of the 
earth?” 


Presbyteries were directed to be 
‘“‘very cautious” in the use of the ‘“‘extra- 
ordinary clause’’ in ordaining minis- 
terial candidates ‘“‘lest this clause be- 
come a gateway for the unprepared into 
the ministry of the church.”’ 

An East Alabama proposal calling fur 
an Assembly’s Board to examine candi- 
dates for ordination was answered nega- 
tively. Paris Presbytery’s overture op- 
posing further young people’s confer- 





In September Queens will 


liberal arts college. 
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROIANA 





QUEENS COLLEGE 


offer 
young women a new program lead- 
ing to an A. B. degree in home and 
community studies. Fully accredited, 
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ences at Montreat was answered nega- 
tively since “the Assembly’s Board of 


Education and . the Mountain Re- 
treat Association are making plans” for 
such youth conferences. 

The Board of Education, now to be 
called “Christian” Education, was in- 
creased from 18 to 21 members. 

Men’s conventions scheduled for next 
fall were commended and sessions were 
urged to send at least one official dele- 
gate for every 20 men in the congrega- 
tion. Presbyterian MEN and Presby- 
terian Action were commended to the 
church. 

The Board of Education was asked 
to “take steps to emphasize its interest 
in and to integrate more closely its ac- 
tivity in the children’s homes and 
schools now being operated by the vari- 
ous synods and presbyteries.”’ 

The Board was commended “in its 
efforts to make the Sunday school lit- 
erature more creative, and more stimu- 
lating and attractive to our children and 
teachers.” It was suggested that the 
feasibility of publishing teachers’ helps 
annually instead of quarterly or monthly 
be studied. 


Blackburn Complaint Denied 


Earlier in the week a judicial com- 
mission (27 men) had been authorized 
to hear the complaint of John C. Black- 
burn, West Columbia, S. C., against the 
Synod of South Carolina ‘For Their 
Failure to Answer Certain Questions 
Concerning the Orthodoxy of an Ex- 
amination of a Minister by Congaree 
Presbytery.’”’ Mr. Blackburn is a mem- 
ber of Congaree Presbytery but is pas- 
tor of a church which does not belong 
to any Presbyterian body. He has had 
numerous other complaints before his 
presbytery, synod and Assembly. 

The commission voted unanimously 
not to sustain his complaint. It said: 


“The provisions of the Book of 
Church Order for receiving ministers by 
transfer from one presbytery to another 
are quite explicit, and in the judgment 
of your commission adequately safe- 
guard the faith of our fathers and the 
common heritage of the Presbyterian 
ministry. Each presbytery is the sole 
judge of the extent to which the pre- 
scribed examinations are to be carried 
out and must accept responsibility for 
its own share in upholding the stand- 
ards of our church.” 


The four questions which Mr. Black- 
burn asked the Assembly “to approve 
in whole orin part . . as a legitimate 
test of orthodoxy in the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church” were these: 


1. Did Moses 
Genesis? 


write the Book of 


2. Is the first chapter of Genesis his- 
tory? 
3. Was Adam’s body an immediate 


creation from inorganic dust? 
4. Is Adam the first parent of the 
whole human race? 


Educational Institutions 
John K. Roberts, Danville, Va., pas- 
tor, presented the report on educational 
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institutions. This report said ‘“‘the work 
of our seminaries is encouraging.” The 
same was said of the Assembly’s Train- 
ing School which, during the past year, 
was accredited as a graduate school of 
religious education by the American As- 
sociation of Schools of Religious Educa- 
tion. 

One of the liveliest discussions of the 
entire week came in connection with the 
report on Montreat College. The Board 
of Education had requested a special ad 
interim committee of seven or more “to 
study the relationship between Montreat 
College and the Presbyterian Church, 
US, to study the total welfare of the col- 
lege and to report to the next meeting 
of the Assembly with appropriate recom- 
mendations.” The standing committee, 
favored this and recommended that Drs. 
McCain, Fowle and Blakely name the 
committee. 

Elder R. R. Williams, Asheville, N. C.. 
attorney, opposed this recommendation 
because “it would harm Montreat Col- 
lege. There are hundreds of girls who 
would never go to college if there were 
no Montreat College.’’ He said there 
had been investigations of Montreat be- 
fore—1941 and 1948—-and the same is 
requested again. Dr. McCain, he said, 
was on the 1948 committee. These 
earlier committees had recommended 
that the college become fully accredited; 
this is now in process. It is now a Pres- 
byterian institution, Mr. Williams said, 
but under a definition of the Assembly 
of some years ago it does not now qual- 
ify. Damage is being done to the col- 
lege, he said, by a whispering campaign 
that it is not a Presbyterian college. All 
we ask is to be fair and square. He pro- 
posed a substitute motion: 


That the General Assembly recognize 
Montreat College as a Presbyterian 
institution controlled by the General 
Assembly. 


D. F. Helm, Hot Springs, Va., pastor, 
suported the substitute. 

Dr. McCain, who has served on the 
Assembiy’s Board of Visitors, surveying 
the work and needs of all the institu- 
tions, said the 1948 study referred to by 
Mr. Williams was an entirely different 
study of Montreat. At that particular 
time Montreat College had been made 
completely independent of the church. 
What we want, he said, is a final deter- 
minative statement by the General As- 
sembly in 1952. 

Dr. Fowle said he is chairman of the 
Montreat College Board and that he got 
there “in a rather funny way—-kind of 
like I got to be joint moderator; I 
slipped in by the side door.” He said 
he didn’t know why the Assembly 
needed to study the college, or investi- 
gate it, any more than it needs to study 
or investigate anybody else. He said, 
“We come to the General Assembly hop- 
ing you’ll give us the green light; you 
don’t give us any money. We don't need 
a special investigation; just let us be 
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studied along with everybody else.” 

Frank L. Taylor, Charleston, W. Va., 
said the calls by the Assembly to sup- 
port Montreat and the committee to 
study the college would be contradictory 
actions. He called the question and the 
vote for the substitute, making the col- 
lege a Presbyterian institution, was 
overwhelming. 


Stillman Supported 


This year, 1951-52 was named the 
Diamond Jubilee year of Stillman Col- 
lege. At the recent commencement its 
first bachelors degrees were awarded. 
Last year’s enrollment of 377 was the 
largest in history. 

The Synod of Appalachia had asked 
the Assembly to caution heads of educa- 
tional institutions about having certain 
kinds of speakers on their programs. 
The Assembly answered the overture by 
saying, ‘‘The Assembly has confidence in 
the leaders of its institutions, their 
boards of trustees and their controlling 
synods.” 

Those who appoint college trustees 
were urged by the Asssembly to con- 
sider ‘‘the advisability of having a num- 
ber of educators on the boards.”’ 


Church Extension 


The cnly item in the Church Exten- 
sion report that was even discussed 
dealt with the dissolution of Snedecor 


Memorial Synod as a separate synod for 
Negroes. W. B. Guerrant, president of 
Austin College, made the report for the 
standing committee. 

The Board of Church Extension had 
recommended that the separate synod 
be dissolved, that three Negro presby- 
teries be re-aligned and that these pres- 
byteries be received by the synods of 
Georgia, Alabama and Louisiana. 

There was no objection to recommen- 
dations calling for the continued use of 
white leadership to speed up the pro- 
gram of Negro evangelism, nor of the 
to-be-established lecture series at Still- 
man College for fellowship and spirit- 
ual refreshment for Negro ministers, 
nor for the Board to carry out a regional 
plan for Negro work. The opposition 
was focused on these actions requested 
by the Assembly: 


Montreat College 


for young women 
ANNOUNCES 1951-52 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
*12 $100 Music Scholarships 
*12 $100 Talent Scholarships 


Write now for information and ap- 
plication to: 





J. Rupert McGregor, President 
Montreat, N. C. 

















@ Distinctive Christian Education 
@ Military Training in R.O.T.C. 





Presbyterian College 


Clinton, S. C. Box C 


Marshall W. Brown, President 





for 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Davidson, North Carolina 
A GOOD PLACE FOR YOUTH 
AN EXCELLENT CHOICE 


AN ENDURING INVESTMENT 











sities, 


Maryville 
College 


Founded 1819 





Liberal Arts, Coeducational, Presbyterian. 
credited by Association of American Univer- 
Southern Association, National Associa- 
tion of Schools of Music, American Association 
of University Women, 
sociation, etc. 
mester for tuition, fees, room, board, and may 
be met in part by self-help. 

RALPH WALDO LLOYD, President 


Ac- 


American Medical As- 
Charges average $309 per se- 


Address 


Maryville, Tennessee 
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(1) For Snedecor Synod to change 
the name of North and South Carolina 
Presbytery to Georgia-Carolina Presby- 
tery and that the Synod of Georgia be 
asked io receive it, with two churches 
to be transferred from another presby- 
tery; (2) The Synod of Alabama to re- 
ceive Central Alabama Presbytery; and 
(3) Snedecor Synod to combine Central 
Louisiana and Ethel Presbyteries to 
form Louisiana-Mississippi Presbytery 
and that the Synod of Louisiana be 
asked to receive it. (4) Thirty days 
after the Assembly’s Stated Clerk has 
been notified that these 
been taken the Snedecor 
stand dissolved. 


actions have 
Synod shall 
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Separate Church Proposed 


Speakers in opposition were a layman 
and a minister from Mississippi and two 
ministers from Mecklenburg Presbytery. 
The initial opposition called for the dis- 
missing of the entire Negro work and 
the formation of a _ separate Negro 
church. Ed White, Lexington, Miss., 
made this proposal. He called it ther- 
oughly practical and said it comports 
with commonsense. Many denomina- 
tions in the South have done this for 
the welfare of all. Snedecor Synod has 
not made the progress in the past that 
it ought to have made because of our 
arrangement. He appealed to the As- 
sembly to turn over all Negro churches 
and Negro property and to cooperate 
with the independent church in its pro- 
gram. 

P. B. Hill, Hunt, Texas, wanted to 
know the attitude of Snedecor men. We 
haven’t pushed the work as we should; 
I’m for what the men of Snedecor want. 

Alex. R. Batchelor, director of Negro 
Work, was called on to report on the 
attitudes of the synods concerned. He 
said in Birmingham Presbytery the vote 
was about 50-50 on the reception of a 
Negro presbytery; in Tuscaloosa there 
was about 100% opposition. 

Wm. V. Gardner, chairman 
Board, said it would be 


of the 
disastrous to 
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dissolve Snedecor Synod, but the Board 
wants to do what the Assembly wants, 
He suggested the advisability of a com- 
mittee to study and report to ancther 
Assembly. 

Wm. H. McCorkle, St. Louis, had been 
quoted from his sermon of the day be- 
fore as though he would be in favor of 
creating the separate Negro church. He 
rose to say that he did not mean what 
Mr. White had understood from his ser- 
mon. His own presbytery has a Negro 
church in its membership. It would be 
a tragedy, he said, to cut off our Negro 
friends from our church. 

M. B. Prince, Charlotte, N. C., pro- 
posed that the matter be submiited to 
the presbyteries for their counsel. R. A. 
Young, also of Charlotte, said ‘io pass 
this now would be taking advantage of 
the presbyteries since they have not 
been consulted.” 


Col. Miller Speaks 
At this point, Col. Francis Pickens 
Miller, Charlottesville, Va., gained the 
floor to make one of the outstanding 
statements of the Assembly. Said he: 


“T have been brought up to think that 
this Assembly is the governing body of 
our church and that the commissioners 
represent their presbyteries. It seems to 
me to be a novel idea that we should 
take a poll cf the presbyteries to seek 
what the folks at home think who sent 
us here 

“In the discussion so far, I’ve gotten 

the idea that the question was being con- 
sidered on the basis of what is practical 
or what is commonsense. The question 
we ought to face is a far deeper one 
than those. The question we ought to 
face is, What do you mean by the 
church? What do you mean? Is ita 
race thing? Is it a national thing? Is 
it a class thing? God forbid! The 
chureh of our Lord Jesus Christ is a 
community of all beliefs. We know we 
do not have a perfect church. We know 
we have all of our groups, and all of our 
organizations and all of our smaller ob- 
jectives, but the goal to which all of us 
are striving is to try to demonstrate in 
a world, a world like this, a world that 
is challenging all our assumptions, a 
world that says we don’t believe what 
we pretend to believe—we are striving 
to demonstrate in a world like this that 
the Church of Jesus Christ includes all 
the sons of God. I suggest that the rec- 
ommendation that the standing commit- 
tee on Church Extension brought before 
us is a small and feeble step in the right 
direction and I pray that we can take 
that step.” 


His statement produced thunderous 
appiause and the vote was about to be 
put when Dr. Broyles, executive secre- 
tary of the Board, who had been called 
earlier to make a statement, was per- 

(Continued on page 15) 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Living Together in the Family 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JULY 8, 1951 


II Timothy 1:3-6; 3:15-15; 


We began last week a series of les- 
sons on ‘‘Christian Teaching on Human 
Relations.’ Our first lesson emphasized, 
quite properly, the worth of the indi- 
vidual, for that is the basic and fun- 
damental teaching on which all else is 
quite properly, too, that lesson 
is followed by one on ‘“‘Living Together 
in the Family,” for it is in the family 
that we have our earliest and will con- 
tinue to have our most important hu- 
contacts. Indicative of this fact 
are the results of a questionnaire ad- 
dressed to a cross-section of husbands 
and wives in May, 1950, as reported by 
Henry C. Link in The Way to Security. 
The question asked was this: ‘‘Which 
of these things, if you had to choose 
one, would you choose: An interesting 
job, an independent income, or a happy 
family and home life?’’ 80 per cent 
chose the happy home life; nine per 
cent an interesting job, seven per cent 
an independent income, and four per 
cent were uncertain. 

Our Scripture texts set before us two 
important aspects of successful living 
together in the family. 


based; 


man 


I. Living With God 

Timothy was a native of Lystra in 
Asia Minor, the son and grandson of 
two deeply religious women, Lois and 
Eunice. 

We know nothing of the grandmother 
Lois except that she had a sincere faith 
in the religion of her ancestors. The 
word “unfeigned’’ means 
“without hypocrisy,’’ ‘‘in no way wear- 
ing a mask.” Her faith would not have 
been transmitted so readily, if at all, 
it had not been genuine. Children are 
quick to see through pretense even 
when it is not recognized by the par- 
ents themselves. Men who have turned 
against the church, against God him- 
self, are usually men who have grown 
up in homes where the religious life 
did not match the religious profession. 

We do not know how Lois trans- 
mitted her faith, but we can presume 
that she taught her daughter the truths 
of their ancestral religion in the home, 
that she saw that she was a faithful 
attendant on the services of, the syna- 
gozue, and that she lived out the faith 
that she lt was not only 
the formal education, but the contagion 
of a holy life that led Eunice and later 
Timothy to follow in her steps. 

So it has been with us. Formal in- 
struction in the truths of our religion 
is necessary, but most of us “catch re- 
religion” from our parents. And so it 


‘‘sincere”’ or 


professed. 
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Ephesians 5:22, 25; 6:1. 

will be with our children. Woodrow 
Wilson, when president of Princeton, 
once said to a gathering of alumni, 
“You ask us why We do not make more 
out of your sons. I will tell you why; 
it is because they are your sons.” Re- 
ligious faith and moral standards are 
both caught by contagion in the home. 

Eunice, the daughter of Lois, grew 
up with a faith as sincere as her moth- 
er’s. And yet she married a Greek, a 
man who did not accept the religion 
of her fathers. This we know because 
Timothy was not circumcised, until af- 
ter his conversion by Paul. 

Was Eunice wise when she married a 
man who did not share her faith? We 
do not know all the circumstances and 
so cannot express a final judgment. 
All of us probably know cases where 
there have been marriages of a similar 
character in which happy homes have 
been established and in which the chil- 
dren have been bred in the faith. None- 
theless, if the husband or wife is a 
devoted member of the church, and thei1 
partner is not, there is a strain on the 
marriage tie, one of the greatest fac- 
tors making for happiness and stability 
in the home is lacking and the fullest 
marital harmony cannot be achieved. 
Statistics prove that such marriages end 
more frequently in the divorce courts 
than those in which both husband and 
wife have a comparable religious faith. 
Long-time experience has made it clear 
that ordinarily, if not always, it is not 
wise for a believer to marry a non- 
believer; that ordinarily, if not always, 
it is unwise for a Gentile to marry a 
Jew, or a Protestant to marry a Roman 
Catholic. 


the effects of a household 
divided in its allegiance are seen in 
the case of Timothy. According to our 
account Eunice’s own faith burned with 
undiminished ardor, but her son Timo- 
thy did not immediately share her faith. 
Not until he heard Paul speak did his 
mother’s teaching (counteracted by his 
father’s example) bear its belated fruit. 
Converted by Paul on his first mission- 
ary Timothy traveled with 
Paul on his second missionary journey 
and was closely associated with him on 
the third. He seems to have been with 
Paul during his imprisonment at Caesa- 
rea and during his first imprisonment 
at Rome. After Paul’s release he was 
put in charge of the church at Ephesus. 

There seems to have been a strain of 
timidity in Timothy’s character. He 
had a ‘‘morbidly sensitive skin’? and 
tended to grow discouraged. It was to 


Some of 


journey, 


encourage Timothy in his hard and diffi- 
cult task that Paul wrote the two epis- 
tles which bear his name. 

“I thank God whom [ serve with a 
conscience, as did my fathers,’’ 
he begins. Paul calls Timothy’s atten- 
tion to this fact because he wishes to 
strengthen Timothy’s determination to 
do likewise. He is an old man now 
and his earthly labors are ended. As 
he looks back upon his life, it is of in- 
estimable value to him to know that he 
has ever lived up to the very best that 
he knew. Can we say that of our own 
life? As we draw nearer to its end 
nothing else will matter so much; noth- 
ing will so poison our happiness in 
later years as a bad conscience, 

Paul is grateful for Timothy’s friend- 
ship, but even more for his faith in 
Christ, ‘‘a faith that dwelt first im your 
grandmother Lois and your mother 
Eunice, and now, I am sure, dwells in 
you.” And this brings him to the real 
burden of his letter, the essence of 
which is found in vs. 6, ‘‘Rekindle the 
gift of God that is within you.” 

Why should Timothy put aside his 
natural timidity and stir up the gift of 
God which was within him? Paul 
gives a number of reasons only two of 
which are included in our present les- 
“IT am reminded of (the) faith 
that dwelt first in your grandmother 
Lois and your mother Eunice. ‘ 
Hence I remind you to rekindle the 
gift of God that is within you; for God 
did not give us a spirit of timidity but a 
spirit of power and love and self- 
control.”’ 

Surely one ought to be stimulated by 
the example of his forbears. We think 
of our own heroic ancestors, many of 
whom suffered for the faith, and some 
of whom died rather than deny the 
faith. We have entered into their 
labors; surely we must pass the heri- 
tage on to our children. It was the 
faith that sustained our fathers and 
mothers, we ought not to be 
ashamed of it. 

Most men owe 


clear 


son. 


surely 


their faith in Christ 
to their parents. Their faith may grow 
for the moment, but the chances 
are that it will burn again. If the faith 
is to be maintained in our own hearts 
transmitted to our children, it 
will be because we are willing to heed 


dim 


and 


Paul’s further exhortation: ‘‘Continue 
in what you have learned and have 


firmly believed, knowing from whom 
you learned it and how from childhood 
been acquainted with the 
sacred writings which are able to in- 
struct you for salvation through faith 
in Christ Jesus.”’ 


you have 


Il. Living With One Another 


If we are to make the most of our 
home life we must learn to live help- 
fully not only with God but also with 
one another. In his letter to the Ephe- 
sians, Paul gives helpful advice to hus- 
bands and wives, parents and children. 

1. The Wife. In order that the fam- 
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ily may be one in Christ Paul exhorts 
wives to subject themselves unto their 
husbands. He does not say that they 
are to obey their husbands. Children 
are to obey their parents; servants are 
to obey their wives on the 
other hand are to submit themselves to 
their husbands. ‘There is no inferiority 
implied. In the verse preceding Paul 
has just said that we must all subject 
ourselves one to another in the Lord— 
i. e., husbands must subject themselves 
to their parents to their chil- 
dren, and children to their parents. The 
home will not be a happy one, it will 
not be a successful one unless each 
member of it is willing to subordinate 
his own interest to that of others. So 


masters; 


wives, 


there must be a mutual subjection. 

But though each of us must subject 
himself to the exhortation 
is addressed to the wife. 
Why? in because in 
Paul’s day the husband was the undis- 


other, the 
particularly 

part no doubt 
puted head of the house, legally and ac- 
cording to immemorial custom. Writing 
in our 
have written somewhat differently. Paul 
wrote thus in part, it may be, because 
of the facts of life, the innate differ- 
ences between men and women, and the 
wife’s physical dependence on her hus- 
Women give up more than men 
they give up their 
with rare exceptions they sub- 
careers to that of 
their husbands; they go where the hus- 
they inevitably 
live a more restricted life, the duties of 
the home, particularly where there are 
physically 
and psychically they are more de- 
pendent. In Paul’s figure the husband’s 
headship over the wife is the shadow 
of Christ’s headship over the church and 
is based upon the natural and normal 


own democratic age, he might 


band. 
to share a home: 
names; 
ordinate their own 


bands’ work calls him; 


children, are more confining; 


relation of the husband to the wife as 
her savior and protector. 

Wives are to be subject to their hus- 
As Dale says: 


bands ‘‘as to the Lord.” 


“By Paul’s words marriage is trans- 
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figured. 


In the light which he throws 
upon the institution, everything that is 
base and servile in the ‘subjection’ on 


which he is insisting passes away. The 
‘subjection’ is a subjection in Christ. 
It is a ‘subjection’ of the Church 
of Christ to its head. It is a ‘sub- 
jection’ which is unconscious of 
the demands of external law, because 
in the energy of a perfect love all the 
demands of law are exceeded. It is a 
‘subjection’ in which service is freedom 
and in which the refusal of the oppor- 
tunities of service would be intolerable 
slavery, a forcible repression of all the 
most vigorous and most spontaneous im- 
pulses of the heart.” 


It is not a subjection which is en- 
forced or demanded, but one that is 
yielded freely and gladly by the im- 
pulses of the heart. 

2. Husbands. In order that the fam- 
ily may be one in Christ, Paul urges 
husbands to love their wives. Dr. Find- 
lay remarks here that the danger of 
selfishness lies more on the masculine 
side. Husbands, as we have seen, must 
in a sense submit to their wives (5:21) 
and certainly wives must love their hus- 
bands. But the man’s nature is more 
exacting; and the self-forgetfulness and 
solicitous affection of the woman may 
blind him to his own want, the truest 
love. Full of business and with a hun- 
dred cares and attractions lying out- 
side the domestic circie he too readily 
learns to make his wife and home a 
convenience from which he takes as his 
right the comfort they have to give, 
with little of devotion and confidence 
in return. This lack of love denies the 
higher rights of marriage and makes 
the wife’s submission a joyless con- 

Too often husbands become 
tryrants. “There are many,” 
says Bengel, ‘‘who out of doors are civil 
and kind to all, when at home toward 
their and children, whom they 
have no need to fear, they freely prac- 
tice secret bitterness.”’ 

The of the husband’s love 
for his wife is to be Christ’s love for 
the church. Christ loved the church 
and gave himself for it. So the char- 
acteristic of the husband’s love is to 
be not self-satisfaction, but self-sacrifice 
and self-devotion. Again, the husband 
is to love his wife as he loves himself, 
for in a very real sense they are one; 
what affects her affects him; the de- 
votion he pays to her is after all a wise 
investment. 

3. Children. If the family is to be 
one in Christ, the children must obey 
their parents. As Dale says: 


straint. 
family 


wives 


measure 


“In the family, the parents by divine 
appointment exercise authority and chil- 
dren are under divine obligation to 
obedience. The ends for which the fam- 
ily exists are defeated if authority is 
not exercised on the one hand, if obedi- 
ence is not conceded on the other. 
Children are to obey their parents, ‘for 
this is right’: right according to the 
natural constitution and order of hu- 
man affairs; right according to the laws 
of natural morality; right according to 
the natural conscience and apart from 
supernatural revelation.” 


Children are to obey their parents in 
the Lord, in the spirit and strength of 
Christ. It is a part of the service which 
Christ claims from them. 

Children must also honor their par- 
ents. This means more than to obey, 
“The child that honors his parents will 
yield a real deference to their judgment 
and wishes when there is no definite 
and authoritative command; will re- 
spect even their prejudices; will chiy- 
alrously conceal their infirmities and 
faults; will resent still more keenly any 
assault on their character. . ..” 

4. Parents. If the family is to be one 

in Christ, fathers (and the same is true 
equally of mothers) also have a duty 
to perform. On the negative side, they 
must not provoke their children to 
anger. The danger to be avoided seems 
to be that of nagging, irritating by the 
arbitrary exertion of authority for its 
own sake. Parents are to avoid a 
capricious or unwise exercise of author- 
ity which irritates and disheartens a 
child. ‘Not that the father is forbidden 
to cross his child’s wishes or to do any- 
thing or refuse anything that may ex- 
cite his anger. Nothing is worse for a 
child than to find that parents fear his 
displeasure and that he will gain his 
end by passion. But the father must 
not be exasperating, must not needlessly 
thwart his child’s inclinations and ex- 
cite in order to subdue his anger. This 
policy may secure suubmission, but it 
is gained at the cost of a rankling sense 
of injustice. 
But parents have a more positive 
obligation toward their children. They 
are to ‘“‘bring them up in the discipline 
and instruction of the Lord.” 

“Bring them up in the discipline 
(King James: chastening) of the Lord.” 
This does not refer to chastisement, 
though chastisement may sometimes be 
a necessary part of the discipline. It 
refers rather to that ordering of the 
total life which will conform the chil- 
dren to the habits of a Christian life. 
And discipline is completed by instruc- 
tion. 

The purpose of Paul's writing is that 
the family may be one in Christ—each 
properly subordinate to the other in 
Christ. Such a home offers now and 
will continue to offer the best environ- 
ments for children, the fullest happi- 
men and women, the best in- 
fluences for the enrichment of personal- 
ity, the greatest security against loneli- 
ness, and the assurance of loving care 
in sickness and old age, the best in this 
life, and the best in the life to come. 
And it is on such homes that the 
strength of the nation depends. 


ness to 


(Lesson Commentary based on ‘In- 
ternational Sunday School Lessons: the 
International Bible Lessons for Chris- 
tian Teaching,” copyrighted 1951 by the 
Division of Christian Education. Na- 
tional Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U. S. A. Scripture quotations 
from the Revised Standard Version.) 
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ASSEMBLY ACTIONS 
(Continued from page 12) 
mitted, or urged, to speak. He said the 
Board had put its best into the report 

and he hoped it would be adopted. 

Henry Biggs, Winchester, Va., lay- 
man, asked to be heard, saying it would 
be cowardly to say, “Here take these 
properties and get along.’’ The Negroes 
need us, they believe in us.” 


Substitutes Are Defeated 


By a booming voice vote the poll of 
the presbyteries was defeated; then the 
substitute to establish a separate church 
was defeated in the same way. 

T. H. Pollard, Rockport, Texas, in- 
sisted that the laws of the church would 
require that a commission be established 
to carry this measure through, saying 
that the Assembly lacked the authority 
to revise the presbyteries. (The synods 
which are concerned have been asked to 
do this.) 

The original question was still before 
the Assembly. H. L. Villee, Columbus, 
Miss., minister, revived the issue. He 
said the plan does not call for the 14 
Negro churches in Mississippi to be re- 
ceived by that Synod. He said, “I 
reckon they knew it wouldn’t be done.” 

A substitute motion called for the 
commission to bring back the results of 
the votes from the synods which have 
to receive these three presbyteries and 
report to the 1952 meeting of the As- 
sembly. This motion lost by a vote of 
219-135. (It was observed that Dr. 
Batchelor of the Negro Work Depart- 
ment, who was a commissioner, favored 
this step.) 

Then the Assembly voted to set up 
the commission to complete the trans- 
action (if or when the synods and pres- 
byteries involved take the necessary 
steps. This was done by voice vote, with 
only scattering noes. Then the original 
motion approving the action followed in 
the same manner. 

Other Church Extension actions were 
voted routinely. 

Home Missions: Young people of the 
Church will have as their Home Mis- 
sions Financial Objective for the year, 
the vocational education program at 
Stuart Robinsno School and Highland 
Institute in Guerrant Presbytery. An 
office on church architecture was author- 
ized within this Board and department. 
Defense Service: Annual ecclesiastical 
endorsement is now to be required for 
all chaplains in the Armed Forces and 
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Veterans Administration. This will be 
based on the monthly and quarterly re- 
ports submitted to this department. 

Evangelism: The past year (which 
included two Easters) saw the greatest 
number of professions of faith in the 
church’s history: 29,219 plus 6,926 by 
a re-affirmation for a total of 36,145. 
Membership gains have been significant 
as follows: 


Years Average Gain 
1925-1945 8,435 
1945-1950 19,024 


Still approximately one-third of the 
churches reported no professions of 
faith last year. The Assembly said: 

“It has been clearly demonstrated 
that whenever and wherever our minis- 
ters and laymen undertake this task of 
evangelism with a definite plan and a 
willing heart, God opens the heart of 
the people. We cannot emphasize too 
strongly that the minister must provide 
the essential leadership in the chosen 
plan. . While special seascns of 
evangelistic effort are urged, the goal 
of every church should be a year-round 
program.”’ 

A special evangelism season was set 
for next March 23-April 13. Synods’ 
committees on evangelism were urged 
to face the advisability of employing 
full-time directors of evangelism. 

Radio: Continued progress is_ re- 
ported in radio coverage across the 
church. Devotional films for television 
will be available this fall. A radio and 
television workshop is scheduled for 
Montreat Aug. 17-24. Churches are en- 
couraged to explore the possibility of 
using available recorded materials to en- 
rich their own programs and for hos- 
pital and institutional services. A new 
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area of radio possibilities was encour- 
aged in the stimulation of regional pro- 
grams where facilities are available, 
with recorded music and other features 
supplied from Atlanta. 


(To be concluded next week.) 
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No. 14 in a series on the Ten Commandments (III-c.) 


“HE SPEAKS TO ME EVERYWHERE” 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain,’’——Exodus 20:7 


HY REVERE the name of God? 
The name of a person is not 
the person. A name is but a 
sound for the ear or a sign for the eye. 
Since we usually, 
point to what (or to whom) we mean, 
we have to use these symbols called 
words or names. The mere name of 
God is not divine in the sense that God 
himself is divine. So why reverence it? 
The reason is simple. The name of 
God reminds us of God, and ought to re- 
mind us of him. If we use his name 
flippantly or lightly, or in anger, then 
before long God’s name will not remind 
us of God any more. 


cannot always, or 


Everybody who knows profane-speak- 
ing men and women, knows that the 
very persons who use the name of God 
most often, may in fact never have God 
in all their thoughts. They have mis- 
used the name till it no longer means 
anything at all. And when they'do try 
to think of him they have a harder time 
of it than the reverent person, because 
the words for God, these verbal symbols 
we call names, which ought to carry in 
themselves a feeling of awe and majesty, 
have worn so thin and grown so cheap 
that all the awe and majesty have been 
washed out of them. This may be part 
of the meaning of that chilling threat: 
“«  . . for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless that taketh his name in vain.” 

Violating this commandment carries 
its own penalty with it; 
reverence, 


the sin of ir- 
grown into a habit, makes it 
harder to take God seriously than does 
almost any 
ing is sacred, not 
horribly close to 
all repentance. 


other sin. If to you noth- 
God, you 


sealed against 


even are 


being 


UT OUR CHURCH sees still more 
deeply into this. Reverence should 
not stop with the name of God, 

for his name is not the only thing which 
reminds us of him. The Bible reminds 
us of him; so do the Lord’s Day, the 
sacraments, the ministry, the church. 
But if we were completely reverent 
about all and are we?—we 
should still not have plumbed the mean- 
ing which our church sees in this Com- 
mandment. For we believe that God 
makes himself known in many other 
ways than through the Bible. 
Everything God has made can be a 
reminder of him. God’s fingerprints 
are all over his creation. As Paul said, 
“Ever since the creation of the world, 
his invisible nature—-his eternal power 
and divine character—have been clearly 
perceptible through what he has made.” 


16 


these 


(Romans 1:20. Goodspeed. ) 

So our chr, 1 teaches that the Third 
Commandm¥ ..¢ eall to reverence, 
not only for x uame and for the 
“churechly” things thet remind us of 
him, but also for all God’s works, every- 
thing he has made. (Larger Catechism, 
q. 112.) Whatever exists, from stars 
to atoms, and the vast universe itself 
so far as we can know it, can make us 


think of God. 
T Yet true reverence in the presence 
of Nature is not the same thing 
as some other kinds of reverence often 
mistaken for it. One of these is the 
pagan’s sense of wonder at the striking 
and marvelous. Admiration, or fear, or 
mere wonder and surprise, may event- 
ually pass into reverence; but they are 
not the same thing. And if the savage 
confuses the works of God with God 
himself, this of course is idolatry. 
Another off-color kind of reverence 
for God’s works is the veneration of 
“Mother Nature.’’ Nature, as Chester- 
ton said, is not our mother, she is our 
little sister. Man is a part of nature, 
and vainly denies it. But man is also, 
in part, above nature, he is not tied into 
it as dewdrops and daisies are. To be- 
gin to revere Nature as our mother is 


HIS MEANS reverence for Nature. 


next-door to imitating Nature, looking 
to her alone for guidance. Where that 
leads, can be told only by those who 
have studied the beastliness of the na- 
ture-religions. 

Further, true reverence is not for life 
as such, not for life-for-its-own-sake. It 
is true that life is not only astounding, 
it is eloquent. As the biologist, De 
Nouys, has shown, even one protein 
molecule, once you realize what it is 
and where it came from, speaks clearly 
of Power and Plan. If even one protein 
molecule should exist, and continue tuo 
exist, purely by chance, it would be a 
vastly greater miracle than its outright 
creation. Life is eloquent; even life- 
molecules speak with awesome tongue. 
But they do not proclaim the glory of 
life; the glory of living things proclaims 
the glory of the ever-living God. Rever- 
ence for life is respect for it as the won- 
der-work of God. 


“In the rustling grass I hear Him pass; 
He speaks to me everywhere.” 


So for one who has the listening ear, 
the seeing eye, the entire mood of life 
will be one of reverence. 

* . * 

Two questions will have occurred to 
the reader’s mind. One is: If man is 
made in the image of God, should we 
not have reverence for persons above 
all other works of God? The other is: 
What are the differences between a 
reverent and an irreverent use of the 
works of God? A reader bright enough 
to ask these questions can safely be left 
free to meditate on them. 
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